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the curtain over Fox's escapades, and who does not pretend
that his life as a young man was stricter than that of his
boon companions, has shown that no man was more
chivalrous or more high-toned in his mode of thinking
about women. He loved Homer "because he spoke well
of women." In the House of Commons, whether Tory or
Whig, he always stood between women and the cruel in-
equalities of his time, such as the harsh law that punished
the mother of an illegitimate child, and the brutal practice
of burning women for the crime of coining, and when he
stated his reasons against women's suffrage, reasons, which,
under the conditions of the day, were good and valid, he
repudiated with warmth the notion of the inferiority of
women's judgment. When his mistress became his wife, he
was the most unselfish and devoted of husbands. To argue
that gambling was the ruling passion of his life, is to suggest
that a habit which he abandoned before he was forty was
more stubborn and enduring than a habit that was lifelong
and ineradicable, and that his love of play survived his love
of literature.
There is one consideration that disperses that harsh and
distorted view of Fox more effectually than the facts of his
life or the evidence of the letters in which he spoke his
mind, without restraint or equivocation. A worthless char-
acter could never have won the friends that Fox made and
kept. Burke was not the man to largess his friendship,
and he loved Fox with an affection that outlived in aliena-
tion the days when they were comrades in arms in hard
fought and disastrous warfare. Gibbon, who was hardly ever
in his life in Fox's lobby, and hated most of his opinions,
delighted in his society, and said of him: " Perhaps no
human being was ever more perfectly exempt from the taint
of malevolence, vanity, or falsehood." Dr. Johnson spon-
taneously acknowledged him as his friend. The devotion
he inspired in his followers had something of the temper of
fanaticism. " There are only forty of them," said Thurlow,
"but they would all be hung for Fox." Fitzpatrick, who